BOYS'   WEEKLIES

strictly within this class there are at present ten
papers, the Gem, Magnet, Modern Boy, Triumph and
Champion, all owned by the Amalgamated Press,
and the Wizard, Rover, Skipper, Hotspur and Adven-
ture, all owned by D. C. Thomson & Go. What
the circulations of these papers are I do not know.
The editors and proprietors refuse to name any
figures, and in any case the circulation of a paper
carrying serial stories is bound to fluctuate widely.
But there is no question that the combined public
of the ten papers is a very large one. They are on
sale in every town in England, and nearly every boy
who reads at all goes through a phase of reading
one or more of them. The Gem and Magnet, which
are much the oldest of these papers, are of rather
different type from the rest, and they have evidently
lost some of their popularity during the past few
years. A good many boys now regard them as old-
fashioned and " slow ". Nevertheless I want to
discuss them first, because they are more interesting
psychologically than the others, and also because
the mere survival of such papers into the mneteen-
thirties is a rather startling phenomenon.

The Gem and Magnet are sister-papers (characters
out of one paper frequently appear in the other),
and were both started more than thirty years ago.
At that time, together with Chums and the old'
B.O.P., they were the leading papers for boys, and
they remained dominant till quite recently. Each
of them carries every week a fifteen- or twenty-
thousand word school-story, complete in itself, but
usually more or less connected with the story of the
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